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1.1 Statement of Coverage 
This handbook is designed as a guide for postgraduate students undertaking
courses managed by the Humanities Interdisciplinary Programmes Portfolio.  It 
applies to students starting the following courses in Michaelmas term 2025: 
  

MSt Celtic Studies 
MPhil Celtic Studies 
MSt Comparative Literature and Critical Translation 
MSc Digital Scholarship 
MSt Film Aesthetics 
MSt Medieval Studies 
MSt Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 

  
The information in this handbook may be different for students starting in other 
years. Some sections of this handbook will apply to students on all of these 
courses, others will apply to singular courses; this will be clearly indicated 
throughout. 

1.2 Version 
This is version 1.1 of the handbook, published 5 October 2025.  

1.3 Disclaimer 
The Examination Regulations relating to these courses are available at Exam 
Regulations - Search. If there is a conflict between information in this handbook
and the Examination Regulations then you should follow the Examination 
Regulations. If you have any concerns please contact the Graduate Studies 
Administrator interdisciplinary@humanities.ox.ac.uk 
  



The information in this handbook is accurate as at 08 September 2025, however it
may be necessary for changes to be made in certain circumstances, as explained 
at www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/coursechanges. If such changes are made the 
department will publish a new version of this handbook; the department will list 
the changes in the version log, and students will be informed. 

1.4 Welcome
We are delighted to welcome you to Oxford, and to the University’s Humanities
Division. The division manages a portfolio of interdisciplinary master’s
programmes, bringing together academics from across its many faculties and
departments; we hope that you will enjoy your time in this stimulating
environment, and that you will find your course both challenging and exciting.
 
This handbook offers a comprehensive guide to the structure of your course: the
teaching, assessment and administrative arrangements.  Please read it carefully
and keep it to hand; you will find yourself wanting to refer back to it several times
at different stages of the course.
 
The transition from undergraduate to postgraduate life, and to Oxford University,
can seem overwhelming. Please do please let us know if you are unsure about
anything, making use of the contact details in this handbook to reach out to
academic and administrative colleagues as needed. Do please also let us know of
anything that might be improved: the course structure offers many opportunities
for feedback, appraisal and discussion.



2 Learning outcomes and course structure

This section of the handbook outlines the aims and intended learning outcomes for
your Masters programme, and the structure of the course through which these can
be achieved. All of the programmes are taught at FHEQ Level 7.
 
Option courses
Many of the interdisciplinary programmes comprise an element that allows students
to select courses from a list of options. 
 
Please note that you are not guaranteed to get a place on your preferred option(s):
some options may be over-subscribed, others may not run because of insufficient
numbers. Selection of options may also be subject to timetable feasibility, given the
potential for clashes with core teaching. The administrators and course convenors
will make efforts to ensure that you are able to take options that are appropriate to
your interests.
 
Option courses will usually be taught in tutorials or small seminars, but teaching
and assessment practices may vary across options as best accommodates the
content being taught, or the number of students taking the course. This is a part of
the interdisciplinary experience.

 MSt Celtic Studies

2.1 Overview
The Master of Studies in Celtic Studies is a 9-month taught postgraduate
programme.



2.2 Course Aims and Intended Learning Outcomes
Course Aims

The MSt in Celtic Studies is designed to give you the opportunity to concentrate on
the study of aspects of the history and culture of Celtic-speaking peoples from
antiquity to the present day. It allows those who already possess a good knowledge
of Welsh, Irish or another Celtic language to acquire a grounding in areas of Celtic
studies which were not part of their first degree course. Alternatively, it can be a
path for those who wish to deepen their knowledge in a particular area of Celtic
studies.

The course aims to:
develop an in-depth understanding of aspects of Celtic studies and a broad
expertise in the intellectual disciplines through which Celtic topics may be
studied
enable students to pursue particular areas of specialisation through a wide
range of optional courses
foster skills in research, writing, analysis and interpretation, through a
combination of lectures, tutorials, essay-writing and supervision of a
dissertation on a subject of the student’s choice
provide students with the opportunity to explore in more depth an area of
Celtic studies in which they may hope to progress to independent research

 
Intended Learning Outcomes

On completion of the course, students will:
be able to use relevant techniques, skills and knowledge to contribute to the
study of the Celtic languages and their associated literatures, history and
cultures; they will be familiar with a range of approaches, and be able to
evaluate them critically, and to engage in advanced discussion in the field
be able to carry out research involving conceptual innovation and the
identification and use of new information
have acquired the experience of investigating and writing up an extended
research project
have gained specialist and general skills of relevance to the continued
professional development of an understanding of Celtic studies, and which
are also transferable into a wide range of employment contexts and life
experiences
have developed their ability to work collaboratively in seminar and discussion
contexts, as well as to work independently
 

2.3 Course Structure
The MSt in Celtic Studies comprises three elements:

Essay One on a core subject



Essay Two on one of the core subjects not already taken for paper one, or a
special subject selected from the list below
Dissertation

Attendance at a language course in a Celtic language that has not previously been
acquired to a high level is a valuable element of the programme and is strongly
encouraged. 
 
Core Subjects

There are three core papers on offer. Students may choose to study one or two of
these:

Celtic linguistics
This paper is taught through a mixture of lectures, text classes and
seminars/supervisions. The course aims to introduce you to key topics in the
linguistics of the Celtic languages, both synchronic and diachronic. Lectures will
provide an overview of the structure of the languages (phonology, morphology,
syntax) in the broader context of the world’s languages, as well as an introduction
to aspects of their history and sociolinguistics. Students may choose to focus on
particular aspects within this for their supervision work and submitted essay,
whether this involves particular linguistic levels (phonology, morphology, syntax),
particular approaches (diachronic, formal, variationist, typological, corpus/textual) or
particular languages. Text and language classes form an important companion to
the core work in linguistics, and students may choose to incorporate digital
methods into their work.

Irish literature up to 1700
This paper is taught through a mixture of text classes and seminars. The course is
designed to introduce and enable work at depth in the field of medieval Irish
literature. The area is vast, so the initial focus is on four areas: saga and history,
poets and poetry, origin legend and synthetic history, and finally myth and the
otherworld. Students will write four formative essays, one in each of these areas,
allowing them to investigate several narrative genres alongside poetics and Irish
law, so that they can get to grips with major strands in medieval Irish literary and
intellectual culture.

Welsh literature
This paper is taught through a mixture of text classes and seminars/supervisions.
The course aims to provide you with the core skills to analyse Welsh literature in its
linguistic, cultural and historical context through close reading of a range of texts in
the original language. Text classes will focus on acquiring a reading knowledge of
earlier varieties of Welsh through close reading of a range of key Old and Middle
Welsh texts in both verse and prose. Students will be encouraged to investigate the
broader context of these texts in seminar work, where we will also look at later texts
and themes. 
 



Special Subject Courses

The list of special subjects from which you can choose is as follows:
•    Comparative syntax of the modern Celtic languages
•    Irish and Welsh origin legends
•    Language contact and the Celtic languages
•    Language variation in Wales
•    Language, literature and politics in Ireland since 1600
•    Language, literature and politics in Wales since 1600
•    Literature of the modern revival in Irish
•    Middle Breton language and literature
•    Middle Cornish language and literature
•    The history of Ireland up to 1216
•    The history of the Celtic-speaking peoples from c. 400 to c. 1100
•    The Ulster Cycle of tales

You may also propose a special subject of your own if suitable tuition is available.
This should be discussed with the Course Convenor as early as possible. Formal
approval must be sought from the Course Convenor and Chair of Examiners as part
of the submission of paper choices.
These papers are predominantly provided by tutors from across the range of
faculties that participate in the course. They will usually be taught through tutorials
or one-to-one supervisions, but teaching practices may vary across options as best
accommodates the content being taught, or the number of students taking the
course.
 

Dissertation

All students will write a dissertation of between 8000 and 10000 words on a topic
within the scope of Celtic studies. You should approach a potential supervisor or
supervisors during Michaelmas Term to discuss possible topics and approaches with
them. Where your proposed topic is interdisciplinary or comparative, it may be
necessary to appoint two supervisors, each dealing with distinct aspects of the
research. Having identified and refined a suitable topic in consultation with your
supervisor, you should aim to complete a more detailed outline of the topic or
proposal by early in Hilary Term. You will need to submit your title and a brief
description for approval by noon on Monday of Week 5 of Hilary Term. Dissertation
supervision will normally entail six meetings, with early meetings to discuss the
scope and nature of the topic, and later meetings normally involving the discussion
of new pieces of written work.

In Trinty Term, the amount of time you spend on your thesis will increase. After you
have completed seminars/supervisions for your core and special papers at the end
of Hilary Term, you should expect to spend the majority of your time on your
dissertation. You should agree a timetable with your supervisor(s) to submit work,
ensuring that you give them sufficient time to provide useful feedback. Supervisors
are not expected to read drafts submitted after Friday of Week 4 in Trinity Term.



The dissertation will be distinct from the topic of the essays submitted for papers
one and two, but may have developed out of them. It must demonstrate originality,
but that originality may be demonstrated in any of a number of ways, whether by
looking at new material, looking at existing material from a new perspective, or by
bringing together previously unconnected material.
 

 MPhil Celtic Studies

2.1 Overview
The Master of Philosophy in Celtic Studies is a 21 month course taken over two
academic year cycles.

2.2 Course Aims and Intended Learning Outcomes
Course Aims

The programme is designed either to be taken in preparation for doctoral work, or
to offer a terminal degree in preparation for professional work in which knowledge
of Celtic languages and the literatures, history and culture of the Celtic-speaking
peoples may be an advantage.
The course aims to:

provide intensive training in one or more historical Celtic languages used in
the medieval or early modern period, and to develop reading skills to attain
research proficiency
foster proficiency for academic and research purposes in at least one modern
Celtic language
develop an in-depth understanding of aspects of Celtic studies and a broad
expertise in the intellectual disciplines through which Celtic topics may be
studied
enable students to pursue particular areas of specialisation through a wide
range of optional courses
foster skills in research, writing, analysis and interpretation, through a
combination of lectures, tutorials, essay-writing and supervision of a thesis on
a subject of the student’s choice
provide students with the opportunity to explore in more depth an area of
Celtic studies in which they may hope to progress to independent research

 
Intended Learning Outcomes

On completion of the course, students will:



be able to use relevant techniques, skills and knowledge to contribute to the
study of the Celtic languages and their associated literatures, history and
cultures; they will be familiar with a range of approaches, and be able to
evaluate them critically, and to engage in advanced discussion in the field
be able to carry out research involving conceptual innovation and the
identification and use of new information
have acquired the experience of investigating and writing up an extended
research project
have gained specialist and general skills of relevance to the continued
professional development of an understanding of Celtic studies, and which
are also transferable into a wide range of employment contexts and life
experiences
have developed their ability to work collaboratively in seminar and discussion
contexts, as well as to work independently

2.3 Course Structure
The MPhil in Celtic Studies comprises four elements:

Core Paper(s) either one or two, one assessed in Year 1, the other (if
applicable) assessed in Year 2
Special Subject Paper(s) either one or two, assessed in Year 2
Language course in a relevant Celtic language
Thesis

Students must take three papers under A and B in total, in addition to their thesis
and language course: either two core and one special subject, or one core and two
special subjects.

Core Course
There are three core papers on offer. Students may choose to study one or two of
these:
 
Celtic linguistics
This paper is taught through a mixture of lectures, text classes and
seminars/supervisions. The course aims to introduce you to key topics in the
linguistics of the Celtic languages, both synchronic and diachronic. Lectures will
provide an overview of the structure of the languages (phonology, morphology,
syntax) in the broader context of the world’s languages, as well as an introduction
to aspects of their history and sociolinguistics. Students may choose to focus on
particular aspects within this for their supervision work and submitted essay,
whether this involves particular linguistic levels (phonology, morphology, syntax),
particular approaches (diachronic, formal, variationist, typological, corpus/textual) or
particular languages. Text and language classes form an important companion to
the core work in linguistics, and students may choose to incorporate digital
methods into their work.
 



Irish literature up to 1700
This paper is taught through a mixture of text classes and seminars. The course is
designed to introduce and enable work at depth in the field of medieval Irish
literature. The area is vast, so the initial focus is on four areas: saga and history,
poets and poetry, origin legend and synthetic history, and finally myth and the
otherworld. Students will write four formative essays, one in each of these areas,
allowing them to investigate several narrative genres alongside poetics and Irish
law, so that they can get to grips with major strands in medieval Irish literary and
intellectual culture.
 
Welsh literature
This paper is taught through a mixture of text classes and seminars/supervisions.
The course aims to provide you with the core skills to analyse Welsh literature in its
linguistic, cultural and historical context through close reading of a range of texts in
the original language. Text classes will focus on acquiring a reading knowledge of
earlier varieties of Welsh through close reading of a range of key Old and Middle
Welsh texts in both verse and prose. Students will be encouraged to investigate the
broader context of these texts in seminar work, where we will also look at later texts
and themes.
 
For these core papers, students will normally write a formative essay of up to 2500
words on each of four areas. It is then necessary, in discussion with the tutor, to
formulate a topic for a summative essay of 8000 words, which can either grow out
of one of the formative essays or be something new. This summative essay is
submitted and forms part of the assessment of the MPhil. It is advisable to draft the
8000-word essay in the term immediately following the term in which the formative
work has been done, even if it may not be due for formal submission for some time.
This will leave you sufficient time to devote to work on the thesis towards the end
of the course.

Special Subject Courses
The list of special subjects from which you can choose is as follows:

Comparative syntax of the modern Celtic languages
Irish and Welsh origin legends
Language contact and the Celtic languages
Language variation in Wales
Language, literature and politics in Ireland since 1600
Language, literature and politics in Wales since 1600
Literature of the modern revival in Irish
Middle Breton language and literature
Middle Cornish language and literature
The Celtic context of Old and Middle English literature (not available 25-26)
The history of Ireland up to 1216
The history of the Celtic-speaking peoples from c. 400 to c. 1100
The Ulster Cycle of tales
Twentieth-century Scottish Gaelic literature (not available 25-26)



Welsh literature since 1900 (not available 25-26)
 
You may also propose a special subject of your own if suitable tuition is available.
This should be discussed with the Course Convenor as early as possible. Formal
approval must be sought from the Course Convenor and Chair of Examiners as part
of the submission of paper choices.
These papers are predominantly provided by tutors from across the range of
faculties that participate in the course. They will usually be taught through tutorials
or one-to-one supervisions, but teaching practices may vary across options as best
accommodates the content being taught, or the number of students taking the
course.

Thesis
All students will write a thesis of between 20,000 and 25,000 words on a topic within
the scope of Celtic studies. You should approach potential supervisor or supervisors
in Trinity Term of Year 1 to discuss possible topics and approaches with them, as you
will need to submit your title and a brief description for approval by the end of
Week 4 of that term. Where your proposed topic is interdisciplinary or comparative,
it may be necessary to appoint two supervisors, each dealing with distinct aspects of
the research. Having identified and refined a suitable topic in consultation with your
supervisor, you should expect to spend a significant amount of time working on the
thesis during the summer vacation. This will also be a good opportunity to visit
libraries and archives or conduct fieldwork if necessary.
 
During Year 2, the amount of time you spend on your thesis will increase. After you
have completed seminars/supervisions for your core and special papers at the end
of Michaelmas Year 2, you should expect to spend the majority of your time on your
thesis. You should agree a timetable with your supervisor(s) to submit work,
ensuring that you give them sufficient time to provide useful feedback. Supervisors
are not expected to read drafts submitted after Friday of week 4 in Trinity Term.
 
Supervisors’ primary responsibility is to advise you on the programme of work
necessary to complete your thesis or thesis. To this end, they should maintain a
general overview of your course work and academic development. They should help
you to identify and acquire the knowledge and skills needed to complete your
thesis or thesis, and to further your aims for study or employment, insofar as these
build upon the programme of graduate study. The thesis will be distinct from the
topic of the essays submitted for core and special papers, but may have developed
out of them. It must demonstrate originality, but that originality may be
demonstrated in any of a number of ways, whether by looking at new material,
looking at existing material from a new perspective, or by bringing together
previously unconnected material.



 MSt Comparative Literature and Critical
Translation

2.1 Overview
The Master of Studies in Comparative Literature and Critical Translation is a 9 month
taught postgraduate programme. 

2.2 Aims and Learning Outcomes
Course Aims

to provide a course of the highest academic quality in Comparative Literature
and Critical Translation in a supportive and challenging learning environment
that attracts the very best students globally;
to enable students to develop a thorough understanding of the
methodologies of comparative literature and critical translation studies, and
the capacity to put them into practice;
to provide students with advanced knowledge of one or more topics within
the fields of comparative literature and critical translation, and the means to
deploy that knowledge effectively;
to develop independent thinking and the ability to pursue original research
across two or more languages and disciplines;
to develop skills in written and oral communication, and in the presentation
of academic work, including sustained argument, independent thought and
lucid structure and content;
to bring students, on graduation, to a position that enables them to embark
successfully on a research degree at a globally leading university or a variety
of other careers. 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes

Knowledge and understanding
On completion of the course, students will be able to:

build well-informed arguments about the theories and methodologies of
comparative literature and critical translation studies;
deploy specialist understanding of one or more topics within the fields of
comparative literature and critical translation, and engage in reasoned debate
about it;
conduct theoretically-grounded and historically-contextualised research
across languages and disciplines;
draw constructively on approaches and material from different languages and
disciplines.



 
Transferable skills
On completion of the course, students will be able to:

find information, organise and deploy it, including through the use of libraries
and information technology;
use such information critically and analytically;
consider and solve complex problems;
work well independently and in co-operation with others;
effectively structure and communicate their ideas in a variety of written and
oral formats.

2.3 Course Structure
The MSt in Comparative Literature and Critical Translation comprises three
compulsory elements:

Core Course taken in Michaelmas and Hilary Terms.
Two Option Courses: one in Michaelmas Term, one in Hilary Term
Dissertation: planning starts during Michaelmas Term; some research is done
during Hilary Term; the majority of the work is done in Trinity Term

Core Course: Practices and Theories
The core course will consist of one lecture (1 hour) and one seminar (2 hours) each
week during Michaelmas Term weeks 1-6 and Hilary Term weeks 1-6. This course is
taught by the Convenor and Co-convenors, along with other specialists as
appropriate.
 
This course aims to introduce you to key topics and issues in comparative literature
and critical translation, and give you the skills needed to develop your own
arguments and pursue your own research. These aims are embodied in the structure
of the teaching.
 
The lectures will present key topics and offer arguments about them, and are open
to anyone in the university. Each week one of the convenors will explore a set of
materials and questions, and suggest ways of thinking about them. You will need to
do preparatory reading before each lecture so as to be able to listen actively and
begin to develop ideas to pursue in the associated seminar.
 
The seminars, which are restricted to students taking the MSt Comparative
Literature and Critical Translation, will be led by the week’s lecturer, together with
the graduate teaching assistant, and will include close textual work, training in
relevant research skills, and the opportunity to develop and critique the ideas and
materials presented in the lectures. They will enable you to bring your own
arguments to the table and explore them via discussion. For each seminar, there will
therefore be more reading for you to do, together with prescribed research tasks to
fulfil: you can expect to give a short presentation at two seminars each term.



 
Formative assessment is built into the structure of the course. You will receive
feedback on your seminar presentations both orally and via a feedback sheet which
will give comments on structure, clarity, content and relevance. At the end of
Michaelmas Term, you will write an essay relating to one of the topics covered in the
course: guidance on this will be given by the Course Convenor; the essay will be due
in at the start of Hilary Term, and feedback will be given to you in a one-to-one
meeting in the first two weeks of that term.
 
Summative assessment takes the form of a 4,000-word essay to be written in
response to one of a choice of questions in a take-home examination paper at the
end of Hilary Term.
 
On the course Canvas site, you will find a summary of the core course, together with
reading lists for each week, and instructions about how to prepare for the seminars.
‘Focus Texts’ will be central to each week’s lecture and you should make sure to
study them so as to be able to engage with the arguments presented. The ‘Optional
Further Reading’ is – as the title suggests – optional: this section of the list contains
texts that may help you develop your ideas, so browse them according to your
interests.

Option Courses
You will take one option course in Michaelmas Term and one option course in
Hilary Term.
 
Your options must focus on literature in different languages (eg Arabic in
Michaelmas Term, English in Hilary Term) but they may be from the same Faculty (eg
Hebrew in Michaelmas and Japanese in Hilary, or Russian in Michaelmas and French
in Hilary). Most option courses have a language requirement at the same level as
the requirement for your main languages for entry at the MSt Comparative
Literature and Critical Translation, i.e. at least level B2 in the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages, or equivalent. So, most students are likely
to take options in their main languages; but you can also take options in other
languages if you know them well enough. Some options may not have a language
requirement, or may span more than one language: in such cases, the Course
Convenor will give you advice to make sure that your choices cover a range that is
appropriate to the aims of the MSt Comparative Literature and Critical Translation.
 
The options are taught and examined within the three Faculties that participate in
the MSt Comparative Literature and Critical Translation: Asian and Middle Eastern
Studies, Modern and Medieval Languages, and English Language and Literature.
Your experience of the different modes of work offered in each faculty will form part
of the interdisciplinary learning that the MSt Comparative Literature and Critical
Translation provides: comparative literature involves thinking, not only about
different literatures, but about the varying institutional structures within which those



literatures are defined and studied; skill in translation includes being able to
translate between different disciplinary norms.

Dissertation
Your dissertation (10,000-12,000 words) enables you to create your own research
agenda and work on it under the guidance of a specialist, deploying the
methodological sophistication and practical academic skills that are developed in
the other elements of the course. You will be assigned a dissertation supervisor, as
outlined in section 3.The dissertation must be on a topic in comparative literature
and/or literary translation studies, and it must involve two or more languages. You
should discuss possible areas for your dissertation with the Course Convenor early
in Michaelmas Term, and agree a topic by mid-way through that term. You will
normally then have an initial meeting with your dissertation supervisor at the end of
Michaelmas Term.
 
Early in Hilary Term, the Course Convenor will lead a workshop on expectations and
methods relating to the dissertation; and you may have a further meeting with your
supervisor in Hilary Term if it suits the progress of your research. The majority of the
work and supervision will then take place during Trinity Term.
 
You will present work-in-progress in the form of a paper at a seminar day organised
by the Academic Mentor in 3rd week of Trinity Term, where you will receive feedback
from other Masters students and doctoral students involved in OCCT as well as from
the Course Convenors. The dissertation will be due in at noon on Tuesday of 8th

week of Trinity Term.
 
Please note that it is your responsibility to attend supervisions and take advantage
of the support they provide, and also to bear in mind your supervisor’s workload
when considering a termly schedule: supervisors will generally not be able to hold
meetings at short notice. A supervision will typically involve discussion of draft
written work. You are advised that you should be able to discuss some draft written
work by the beginning of Trinity Term at the latest. Delaying this process will leave
little time to make revisions in response to feedback, and is may well have a
detrimental effect on results.  No dissertation supervision will be available after
the end of Week 8, Trinity term.
 
Optional Language Course
If you wish, you can learn, or improve your knowledge of, an additional language at
the Oxford University Language Centre. This provision does not form part of the
assessed learning for the MSt Comparative Literature and Critical Translation. Your
additional language must be different from the two main languages on which you
are focusing for the MSt. Teaching will generally take the form of weekly classes. You
should register for classes asap after induction, and no later than Monday of Week 1
using the form provided by the administrator.



 MSc Digital Scholarship

2.1 Overview
The Master of Science in Digital Scholarship is an 11 month taught postgraduate
programme. 

2.2 Aims and Learning Outcomes
Course Aims

The purpose of the MSc in Digital Scholarship is to introduce students to the full
range of issues which arise when digital tools and methods are applied to
traditional humanist scholarship. It has been designed to equip students to
surmount these challenges and to develop an ambitious, digitally-enhanced
scholarly project of their own.
 

Intended Learning Outcomes

Knowledge and understanding
On completion of the course, students will:

Have a comprehensive background knowledge in the field of research in the
Humanities in the digital age.
Have an understanding of the entire process of devising, implementing,
developing, and sustaining next-generation digital projects in the Humanities.
Acquire knowledge of a coherent series of major topics in digital scholarship,
and an understanding of common key issues.

 
Transferable skills

 Acquire expertise to progress to innovative doctoral research projects and to
lead and manage digital projects in and outside the strictly academic domain.

2.3 Course Structure
The MSc Digital Scholarship comprises five compulsory elements:
 

Paper 1: Element of Digital Scholarship
This core paper provides a systematic overview of every stage of a digital project
and its data life-cycle. Each topic is illustrated by ongoing work in one or more of
Oxford’s flagship digital scholarship projects, the key problems they have
encountered, and the solutions they have developed. As such, the series also serves



to introduce you to the Division’s major projects in the field, with a view to choosing
the Practicum Placement and the dissertation topic.
 
Paper 1 will be introduced in Week 0 of Michaelmas term and taught for 8 weeks in
each of Michaelmas and Hilary terms (16 weeks total). It will be delivered via a two-
hour session per week comprising a lecture from a guest speaker followed by a
seminar discussion of assigned readings led by the MSc Course Director, thereby
ensuring continuity across topics.
 
The paper will be assessed by 2 x 2000 word essays, one due by the start of Hilary
term and the other due by the start of Trinity term.

Paper 2: Methods of Digital Scholarship
You will choose two Technical Option Papers which will provide you with the hands-
on, practical training. Each will be taught by 3 sessions per week, over a 4 week
period; one in weeks 1-4 of Michaelmas Term, and the other in weeks 5-8. You
should assume (unless told otherwise) that you will need to take a laptop with you
to classes. 
 
Each option will be assessed by either an assignment or a 2,000 word essay,
depending on the option chosen. Assessments are due in Week 5 and in Week 9 of
Michaelmas term.

Paper 3: Subject-Specific Paper
The Subject-Specific paper provides graduate level work of a more traditional kind
in each student's chosen discipline, selected from a list of available existing Masters
papers in other faculties. These are taken in Hilary term.
 
The options are predominantly provided by tutors from those faculties that
participate in the course, and may enable you to work alongside students following
other Masters courses within those faculties.

Paper 4: Practicum Placement
The Practicum offers you immersion in one of Oxford’s vast array of flagship Digital
Humanities projects and/or the Bodleian’s technical departments in preparation for
your dissertation project. You will spend a minimum of 20 days of Trinity term as a
research assistant on one the University’s digital projects; the Practicum is by
submission of a digital asset ( the equivalent of a 4,000 word essay, see below for
the definition of a digital asset) and a 1,000-word report, both due Trinity term
Week 9.
 
The role of the practicum report is to contextualize the digital asset. Imagine you
are describing your practicum to someone who is learning about it for the first time.
Give a brief, general description of the digital project; explain the research question
for your particular task; describe the steps taken, and digital tools and methods



used, to answer your research question and complete your task; briefly answer your
research question by explaining the outcome of your task.

Dissertation
Your dissertation enables you to create your own research agenda and work on it
under the guidance of a specialist, deploying the methodological sophistication and
practical academic skills that are developed in the other elements of the course. The
dissertation will be the most significant of the assessments you will undertake when
studying for this course. The dissertation must be between 10,000 and 12,000 words
in length.  Alternatively, a shorter dissertation (8,000 words) may be submitted if
accompanied by a digital asset; see below for the definition of a digital asset. 
 
The title of the dissertation must be submitted to the course administration by
Thursday of Week 4 of Hilary Term for approval by the supervisor and Course
Director. Permission to submit a digital asset must also be sought from your
supervisor and the Course Director by Thursday of Week 4 of Hilary term.  The
dissertation is due on the first Thursday in August.
 
Please note: you are entitled to up to 6 hours of supervision in total; and no
dissertation supervision will be available after the end of the first week in August.
 
Digital Asset
A digital asset is defined as something that is created and stored on a computer,
containing valuable data that can be used for (or is the result of) analysis,
visualization, and description, e.g. spreadsheets, documents, audio, videos, websites,
software, code, or algorithms. If  digital assets include a website or interactive
visualizations, it would be helpful if the student includes a video or screen shots of
how the website and visualizations function. All digital assets must be the original
work of the student and must include metadata explaining all aspects of the asset
(including file format) so that it could be recreated, if necessary, and so that the
various stages in the development of the asset can be assessed and examined. All
scripts and code used in the process of building the asset should be included in the
metadata, including links to repositories, if relevant.

 MSt Film Aesthetics

2.1 Overview
This degree equips you with the skills and knowledge necessary for analysing film as
an art form. It concentrates on detailed film analysis, film criticism, film theory and
philosophy in so far as they relate to film aesthetics.  It also teaches the history and
the contemporary developments in the scholarly literature relating to these aspects.



It encourages analytical, thoughtful and imaginative engagement with film as a
medium and with individual films. It includes:

the detailed study of film form and style: for example, narrative structure, use
of camera, colour, performance, sound, music, editing, and composition;
the application of philosophical aesthetics to film
classic and contemporary film theory and philosophy especially as they relate
to aesthetics: for example, film specificity, spectatorship, realism, modernism,
phenomenology, affect, and the work of film philosophers.

2.2 Aims and Learning Outcomes
Course Aims

The course concentrates on film from the point of view of aesthetics. It studies film
as an art form.  The programme aims to enable its students to develop a knowledge
and understanding of:

how film functions as an aesthetic medium and art form;
the ways in which one carefully analyses the form and style of a film;
the concepts and arguments in film aesthetics;
the relevant aesthetic issues within different types of film-making practice;
the history of film criticism and film theory as they relate to film aesthetics.

 

Intended Learning Outcomes

Intellectual skills

On completion of the course, students will have:
acquired intellectual sophistication in handling practical, critical, and
methodological issues;
proved able to apply and discuss conceptual tools and questions;
gained a grounding in relevant research methods and written a dissertation,
which may constitute a basis for proceeding to a future research degree.

 
Practical and Transferable Skills

The MSt in Film Aesthetics is particularly skill oriented. Most of the skills in analysing
how audio-visual texts work and interpreting what they mean are transferable,
especially in the contemporary context of a screen based culture. On completion of
the course, students will be able to:

view and listen with increasing awareness and detail;
describe, evoke and analyse images and sounds in the spoken and written
word;
discuss films and their moments intimately and intricately;
provide sophisticated interpretation;
critically discriminate;
analyse and synthesise a range a relevant of academic literature;



explain and analyse theoretical or philosophical arguments or concepts with
clarity and precision;
expand on or counter theoretical or interpretive claims with careful
argumentation;
imaginatively develop conceptual frameworks;
test and explore theory and concepts alongside the relevant audio-visual
evidence;
present the analysis of audio-visual work in a clear, attractive, and arresting
way.

2.3 Course Structure
The MSt Film Aesthetics teaching comprises three compulsory elements:

Michaelmas Seminars and Screenings
Hilary Seminars and Screenings
Dissertation - Trinity Term

The course is assessed by two essays of between 6,000 and 7,000 words, and a
dissertation of between 10,000 and 12,000 words.

Michaelmas Seminars and Screenings
The first term will look at the analysis of film form and style, train techniques of film
analysis, and look at some key concepts from film criticism, film theory and film
history. In Michaelmas 2025, the courses will be:

The Aesthetic Evaluation of Film - Dr Sam Ishii-Gonzales (Weeks 1-8)
Concepts in Film History – Dr Reidar Due (Weeks 1-4)
Concepts in Film Philosophy - Dr Reidar Due (Weeks 5-8)

Hilary Seminars and Screenings
The second term consists of four courses, each covering a particular aesthetic topic.
This part of the course provides students with the opportunity to engage with four
different areas of specialisation. Please note that each year there are only four
courses and all four are compulsory; there is no optionality. In Hilary 2026 the
courses will be:

Auto-fictional Aesthetics in Twenty-first Century Film - Dr Hannie Lawlor
(Weeks 1&2)
Stanley Cavell’s Philosophy of Film – Prof Stephen Mulhall (Weeks 3&4)
The Aesthetics of Italian Cinema – Prof Guido Bonsaver (Weeks 5&6)
Contemporary Female Directors (Style and Genre) - Prof Andrew Klevan
(Weeks 7&8)

Dissertation
In Trinity Term you will write a dissertation of between 10,000 and 12,000 words.



The dissertation will be the most significant of the assessments you will undertake
when studying for this course. It will give you the opportunity to complete a lengthy
piece of written work, to formulate your learning and ideas, and to demonstrate the
research skills you will have acquired.
 
You will be expected to formulate a topic for your dissertation during Michaelmas
and Hilary Term and submit the topic by Wednesday of Week 8 Hilary Term.Please
submit a topic with associated key words or ideas and most crucially films. An exact
title is not required but you can submit this as well if you wish. The dissertation
topic is to be submitted to the course administration.
 
It is important that you do not substantially change the topic of your dissertation
without specific approval by the course convenor.
 
You will be assigned a dissertation supervisor depending on your topic. You are
entitled to three hours of supervision (divided as you and your supervisor wish), and
you may also communicate by email. During the dissertation process, supervisors
can, if you wish, supply feedback on preparatory work and sample extracts, but they
will not read the whole finished work. Please note that no dissertation supervision
will be available after the end of Week 8, Trinity term.

 MSt Medieval Studies

2.1 Overview
The Master of Studies in Medieval Studies is a 9 month taught postgraduate course.
It is administered by the Humanities Division and several Faculties contribute to it.
The degree is aimed at students who wish to follow courses in more than one
discipline in medieval studies, and who are keen to extend their skills.
 
It equips students to draw on a variety of disciplinary approaches in their study of
the Middle Ages, placing emphasis on language training as well as on the
development of skills in palaeography and codicology. It also offers the opportunity
for training in a medieval language.

2.2 Aims and Learning Outcomes
Course Aims

The programme is designed either to be taken in preparation for doctoral work, or
to offer a degree in preparation for professional work in which knowledge of
medieval society, politics, and culture may be an advantage.

The course aims to:



provide intensive training in one of the languages used in the Middle Ages,
and to develop reading skills to attain a research proficiency
offer skills-based training in palaeography and codicology, enabling students
to read medieval documents
develop an in-depth understanding of medieval studies and a broad expertise
in the intellectual disciplines through which medieval topics may be studied
enable students to pursue particular areas of specialisation through a wide
range of optional courses
foster skills in research, writing, analysis and interpretation, through a
combination of lectures, tutorials, essay-writing and supervision of a thesis on
a subject of the student's choice
provide students with the opportunity either to learn a new skill in an area of
study which was underrepresented in their undergraduate syllabus, or to
explore in more depth an area of medieval cultural heritage in which they may
hope to progress to independent research

 
Intended Learning Outcomes

Students will develop:
the techniques, skills and knowledge required to contribute to the study of
the European Middle Ages; to become familiar with the range of approaches,
to evaluate them critically, and to engage in advanced discussion in the field
the ability to carry out research, involving conceptual innovation and the
identification and use of new information; acquire the experience of
investigating and writing up an extended research project
specialist and general skills of relevance to the continued professional
development of a cultural understanding of the past, and which are also
transferable into a wide range of employment contexts and life experiences
the ability to work collaboratively in seminar and discussion contexts, as well
as to work independently

2.3 Course Structure
The MSt Medieval Studies has the following compulsory elements:

Research Methods Workshop
Two Option Courses, one in Michaelmas Term, one in Hilary Term.
Medieval Language Course
Palaeography Course
Interdisciplinary Seminars
Dissertation

Research Methods Workshop
In Michaelmas and Hilary Terms candidates will follow a series of compulsory, but
relatively informal, workshops on research methods and bibliography convened by
the Course Convenor. 



 

Classes are designed to address a number of specific issues encountered by
researchers in medieval studies at master’s level (e.g. research methodologies and
interdisciplinarity, how to compile bibliographies and use bibliographical tools,
presentation of work in scholarly form and style, structuring extended pieces of
writing), but are also intended to be responsive to, and shaped by, student
concerns; students will have the opportunity to raise individual issues for discussion
and make informal presentations on work in progress.

 
In addition, candidates should discuss with the programme convenor, or their
supervisors, at the beginning of Michaelmas Term, which of the specific induction
sessions to research methodologies and resources provided by individual faculties
and departments they should attend.

Option Courses
You will take one option course in Michaelmas Term and one option course in
Hilary Term. These must be in different disciplines: students cannot opt for two
History options, or two English options, for example. Option Paper classes, together
with the dissertation, allow you to develop your understanding of a variety of
primary sources, handling of secondary sources, methodological or conceptual
approaches to addressing evidence, ability to construct and sustain cogent
arguments in an extended essay form, and to present this in a scholarly manner.
The options are predominantly provided by tutors from the faculties that participate
in the course, and may enable you to work alongside students following other
Masters courses within those faculties.

Medieval Language Course
All students must take medieval language classes, chosen from a range that may
include (Medieval) Latin; Old English; Old Norse; Old French; Old Occitan; Old High
German; Middle High German; Old Irish; Middle Welsh; (Byzantine) Greek. Please
note that not all language options will be available every year; the majority of
students will choose Latin. Language teaching will be provided by Faculty Members
and Language Instructors from around the University. In many cases there will be
in-class or end-of-course tests, and the class teacher will report to the Board of
Examiners on attendance, participation, and performance at the end of the
academic year. ‘Satisfactory participation’ will constitute a pass in a language class.

Palaeography Course
All students must take one of a range of palaeography or codicology classes
available, which will usually include Latin Palaeography/Codicology, options offered
by the Medieval and Modern Languages Faculty and options offered by the English
Language and Literature Faculty.

Language and Palaeography/Codicology courses are designed to equip you with
new research skills for further study, offering the opportunity for interaction with a



variety of primary manuscript sources, developing analysis of their internal
construction (binding, decoration, script, etc.) as well as their external history
(provenance, ownership, transmission, etc.).

Interdisciplinary Seminars
Candidates will be expected to follow a range of seminars in relevant disciplines
over the academic year. Oxford is extraordinarily rich in these, and a special
medieval studies seminar booklet is issued at the beginning of each term giving full
details. This booklet is also available via the TORCH Oxford Medieval Studies (OMS)
website: http://www.torch.ox.ac.uk/medievalstudies .

Attendance at the Medieval Church and Culture seminar during Trinity Term is
compulsory: students will be expected to present work in progress on their
dissertations.

Apart from these seminars, a special week involving additional activities will take
place in Michaelmas or Hilary; an external guest lecturer (the Medieval Studies
Visiting Lecturer) with expertise in interdisciplinary study will normally offer a
plenary lecture and conduct a graduate workshop. Candidates are expected to
participate in these events.

Dissertation
All students will write a dissertation  of up to 12,000 words on an interdisciplinary
topic.

Supervision arrangements

You will be assigned two supervisors from different subject-areas to direct your
intended individual research. Your supervisors’ primary responsibility is to advise
you on the programme of work necessary to complete your dissertation or thesis.
To this end, they should maintain a general overview of your course work and
academic development. They should help you to identify and acquire the
knowledge and skills needed to complete your dissertation or thesis, and to further
your aims for study or employment, insofar as these build upon the programme of
graduate study. The balance between the two supervisors will differ from case to
case, depending on your topic and methodology. It may be roughly equal, or one
may be significantly more involved than the other.
 
Dissertation topic

The Examiners will expect the dissertation to be clearly distinct from the Option
course essays in either chronological or geographical range, or scholarly issue. The
dissertation is expected to include some study of original source material, whether
in printed, manuscript, or other form, and, crucially, to have an interdisciplinary
aspect.

The requirement for the dissertation to be interdisciplinary must be demonstrated
by each student, but the way in which this is done will be different in each case. As
they stand, the regulations require that the dissertation include: ‘Reference to



scholarship and evidence from more than one discipline. Use of more than one
disciplinary methodology or conceptual framework in an integrated manner.’

While working on two languages (or two regions for that matter) is not in itself
sufficient to satisfy the regulation, it is recognized that the scholarly traditions and
approaches to research in two languages can provide various opportunities to use
different methodologies or concepts. Each student must explain or demonstrate
how more than one way of thinking and/or methodology has been brought
together in their dissertation.

Planning your research

The following notes for students and supervisors provide rough guidance –
individual progress rates will vary, depending (for example) on the level of your
background knowledge; whether you need to acquire new technical skills; the speed
at which you identify a workable topic; the accessibility of sources; the time needed
to process data; the extent to which the research programme makes feasible the
drafting of chapters while research is in progress, etc.

Michaelmas term:
Meet supervisors
Identify any training needs
Plan lecture/seminar attendance and a programme of secondary reading
necessary to set the scene for proposed research
Initial exploration of primary sources
Discuss subject and nature of the research proposal you plan to submit as
part of your examination
Expect to spend one day a week on preparing your dissertation project, and
arrange to see your supervisors two, three or four times after the initial
meeting

End of Michaelmas Term:
Discuss whether applying for doctoral research in Oxford or elsewhere, and if
so nature of doctoral research proposal (deadline for submission of the
application mid-January)

Christmas vacation
Proceed, against the background of continuing work as above, to refine
definition of dissertation topic
Definitively identify and establish familiarity with primary and secondary
sources central to your proposed master’s research
If applying for re-admission to doctoral programme, AHRC funding, or other
funding requiring a doctoral research proposal, work with supervisor to refine
that well in advance of the January application deadline

Hilary Term
Finalise plan of work remaining for dissertation and agree this with
supervisors
Revise the structure of your master’s dissertation in the light of this ongoing
exploration
Expect to step up work on your dissertation project to about two days a week



Again, arrange to see your supervisor for about three sessions
Easter vacation/Trinity Term

Complete research, modifying plan and structure as necessary in process
Produce draft – make sure draft is in supervisors’ hands in plenty of time for
them to comment (supervisors are not expected to comment on drafts
received later than Monday of 6th week)
Revise in light of comments: make the most of the opportunity to work full-
time on your dissertation up to submission, extensively consulting original
sources and carefully revising your dissertation, giving it a tightly-argued
structure and presenting it in idiomatic English which makes it accessible to a
non-specialist reader. This is important: neither of your supervisors can mark
your dissertation, so if you work on a highly specialised topic (in which Oxford
may have only one expert, who has been supervising you) it is in your
interests to make your writing comprehensible to a trained medievalist in an
allied, but not necessarily identical, area.

 
Please note that no dissertation supervision will be available after the end of
Week 8, Trinity term.

 MSt Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies

2.1 Overview
The Master of Studies in Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies is a 9 month
taught postgraduate course. 

2.2 Aims and Learning Outcomes
Course Aims

The programme aims to enable its students to:
acquire knowledge and understanding of a wide range of theoretical issues
raised  by women’s, gender and sexuality studies;
develop the ability to identify, understand and apply critically key concepts
and principles in women’s, gender and sexuality studies;
reflect on humanities research methodology and ethics, and on the
challenges of interdisciplinary work, and to acquire practical research skills
which draw creatively on the practice of those academic disciplines relevant to
their own interests;
gain a critical knowledge of the scholarly literature relevant to their particular
options and research projects;
develop skills in written and oral communication, and in the presentation of
academic work, displaying sustained argument, independent thought and



lucid structure and content;
pursue further research informed by the approaches and theoretical questions
raised by women’s, gender and sexuality studies, or to apply these theories
and approaches to other fields of activity.

 

Intended Learning Outcomes

Knowledge and understanding
On completion of the course, students will have:

acquired a general understanding of the theoretical and methodological
issues raised by women’s, gender and sexuality studies;
acquired some specialist knowledge of relevant primary and secondary
literature;
developed greater intellectual flexibility in drawing constructively on
approaches and material from different disciplines;
developed an intellectual depth and grasp of profounder issues.

 
Intellectual skills
On completion of the course, students will have:

acquired intellectual sophistication in handling theoretical and
methodological issues;
proved able to apply conceptual tools and questions suggested by a range of
disciplines to their own particular projects in women’s, gender and sexuality
studies;
gained a grounding in relevant research methods and have written a
dissertation, which may constitute a basis for proceeding to a future research
degree.

 
Transferable skills
On completion of the course, students will be able to:

find information, organise and deploy it, including through the use of libraries
and information technology;
use such information critically and analytically;
consider and solve complex problems;
work well independently and in co-operation with others;
effectively structure and communicate their ideas in a variety of written and
oral formats;
plan and organise their use of time effectively.

2.3 Course Structure
The Master of Studies in Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies comprises four
compulsory elements:

Core Course: Feminist Theory taken in Michaelmas Term



Core Course: Approaches to Feminist Research taken in Michaelmas Term
Two Option Courses one in Michaelmas Term, one in Hilary Term
Dissertation

Core Course: Feminist Theory
This course runs in Michaelmas Term, and is taught through lectures given by
specialists from a range of disciplines who all have research experience in the field
of women’s, gender and sexuality studies, and a two-hour seminar, chaired by two
academics.
Aims (longer-term and more conceptual):

to identify key questions and moments in the history of modern feminist
theory;
to develop collective and individual confidence in understanding and
explaining difficult conceptual material verbally and on paper;
to improve an understanding of the interdisciplinarity of women’s, gender
and sexuality  studies and the role of theory in that project.

Objectives (shorter-term and more functional goals):
to pay close attention to the argument and structure of key texts in or
significant to feminist theory based on the shared designated reading carried
out by the group;
to respond to the central core lectures provided in feminist theory through
seminar discussion;
to support the development of thinking and argument in relation to course
requirements (Option essays and dissertation).

 
The weekly lectures introduce students to major issues in the development of
feminist theory, and provide an opportunity for students to meet a wide range of
academics with diverse professional interests in women's, gender and sexuality
studies.

This seminar will meet weekly. In order to be prepared for it you must have
attended the theory lectures and have read the Required Reading (see Appendix A)
for those lectures. The lectures are open to all members of the University but the
seminar is only open to those enrolled on the Women’s Studies master’s
programme this year.

The role of the seminar convenors is to facilitate discussion and share their
expertise. We have annotated the reading list to highlight the texts on which we
think discussion might most profitably focus. There is a lot of reading for this course
but we have selected the works we consider most significant or those that will
benefit from more discussion (often because they are more conceptually
challenging).

Seminars will usually take the form of a) reviewing of the week’s lecture; addressing
questions, queries, understanding and b) c. two presentations by MSt students
relating to one or more works on the lecture reading list identified as key by the



seminar convenors (asterisked texts in bold on your annotated lecture list). You
should expect to sign up for one seminar presentation.

Core Course: Approaches to Feminist Research 
This course runs in Michaelmas, and aims to:

develop your understanding of the research process;
familiarize you with key feminist concepts and questions about research
methodology;
introduce you to a range of the approaches and resources used by feminist
researchers in the humanities;
provide the foundation from which students can explore interdisciplinary
approaches to women’s, gender and sexuality studies;
promote awareness of and foster the ability to use both traditional research
aids and those being developed by information technology;

encourage self-reflexivity and critiques pertaining to the nature of feminist
knowledge generation. 

 

One purpose of this seminar is to prepare students to undertake their own research
for the MSt dissertation—providing a general foundation for the more detailed and
specialized work done by individual students with their assigned dissertation
supervisors. But it also has a more general purpose, namely helping you to
understand and critically evaluate the research literature you will be reading for all
parts of the MSt course. It is inherently intersectional and activist.

There will be eight weekly seminars of two hours, in which students are introduced
to a wide variety of disciplinary approaches. These are led by a group of feminist
researchers from across disciplines, providing opportunities for MSt students to
engage in discussion with experienced users of the various approaches covered.

Preparatory reading will be set in most weeks (see Appendix B): it is expected that
all students will complete this reading in advance of the session so that they can
participate fully in discussion of the questions it raises. Most sessions will include a
practical task, to be done either before the session or in class in small groups.

This element of the course is not formally assessed: you must complete the written
assignment satisfactorily, and you will receive formative feedback on it, but it will
not be given a mark and will not count towards the final degree result (rather it will
feed into the work you do for your dissertation, where your ability to select an
appropriate approach and apply it effectively to your chosen research topic will be
among the formal assessment criteria). The assignment is to write a dissertation
proposal, which systematically addresses the issues raised by the Approaches
course in relation to your own dissertation topic. You should consider the choice of
a question and how that question relates to ongoing debates in women’s, gender
and sexuality studies; the selection of an approach or approaches to the question;
any ethical questions that approach raises and how they will be dealt with; the
availability of primary sources (if relevant) and what issues need to be considered



when using them; and you should include an indicative bibliography listing a
selection of what you consider to be the most important secondary sources which a
dissertation on your chosen topic should review and discuss. The deadline for
submitting this work is Friday of week 0 in Hilary Term, and individual feedback
sessions will be organised by Jane Garnett in the first two weeks of Hilary Term.

Option Courses
Students study one Option Course in Michaelmas Term and one in Hilary Term,
selecting from a range of choices offered by tutors who are predominantly in the
participating faculties of Classics, English, History, Modern Languages, and
Philosophy.

The Option Courses aim to allow students to:

deepen their knowledge of areas familiar from undergraduate degree
experience;

explore new fields within the Humanities and beyond;

promote their awareness and practice of interdisciplinary enquiry;

integrate feminist theories and methodologies into academic practice.

 

You can expect to see your option tutor for 4-6 small group sessions, for which you
will produce pieces of formative written work, and may also prepare oral
presentations. Your tutor will explain the precise number/combination of pieces.
Option courses vary in their format, but students must meet the obligations
established by your tutor.

The tutor will provide formative feedback (including a general indication of
standard) on a draft of your essay. If students miss the draft essay deadline then the
option tutor is not obliged to offer feedback.

The Option Courses are examined by a submitted essay of 6-7000 words. 

Dissertation
The dissertation (up to 12,000 words, and not less than 10,000 words) is on a
subject of your choice. The short dissertation aims to provide students the
opportunity to:

create their own research agenda;

deploy the theoretical sensitivity, methodological sophistication and practical
academic skills developed by the earlier elements of the course;

make an initial foray into an area which may expand into a doctoral thesis.

 

For those intending to go on to doctoral research the dissertation will normally
begin the exploration of the topic which will be further explored in the doctorate.



The subject matter of the dissertation may be related to that of either or both of the
two pieces of written work submitted for the Option courses but material deployed
in such pieces of work may not be repeated in the dissertation.

Initial discussions about the topic of the dissertation should take place in
Michaelmas Term, and students are strongly encouraged to approach potential
dissertation supervisors (with the support and guidance of the MSt directors) by
Week 6 of Michaelmas Term.

A student should expect to have regular meetings (up to a total of six hours) with a
dissertation supervisor during Hilary and Trinity terms. The supervisor may expect
some preliminary written work during Hilary Term, and will certainly expect to read
one or more drafts of the dissertation during the earlier part of the Trinity Term.
When asking supervisors to read work, students should ensure that they give
adequate time for such reading and comments. Supervisors and others are
permitted to give bibliographical help with and discuss drafts of dissertations.
Please note that no dissertation supervision will be available after the end of
Week 8, Trinity term.













































5 Formative Assessment

Formative assessment provides opportunities for students to receive feedback on
their academic progress and can take place in various formats, from informal verbal
feedback, to written comments on drafts of work. The courses provide formative
assessment as follows:

 MSt Celtic Studies

A. Oral feedback in seminars, supervisions and language classes
B. Written feedback on formative essays
C. Oral and written feedback in thesis supervisions

 MPhil Celtic Studies

A. Oral feedback in seminars, supervisions and language classes
B. Written feedback on formative essays
C. Oral and written feedback in thesis supervisions

 MSt Comparative Literature and Critical
Translation



A. The Core Course: discussion of your ideas in the seminars; oral and written
feedback from Graduate Teaching Assistants on each of your presentations; a 1-1
tutorial with the Course Convenor, early in Hilary Term, to discuss the essay you will
have written after the end of the Michaelmas term core course teaching.
 
B. Option Courses: discussion of your ideas in tutorials and/or seminars; feedback on
at least one piece of written work during the term’s teaching, before you embark on
your examined essay.
 
C. The Dissertation: discussion of drafts with your supervisor.    
 

Formative Assessment Deadlines

Core Course
Practice Essay

12 noon, Monday of Week 0,
Hilary Term (submit to
Canvas)

 MSc Digital Scholarship

A. Oral feedback in reading seminar based on participation in class, engagement with
guest lecturers, and discussion of weekly readings
B. Oral and written feedback in thesis supervisions
C. Oral feedback in tech classes
D. Oral feedback on practicum placement

 MSt Film Aesthetics

Tutors and supervisors provide regular feedback on progress to students throughout
the course. A formative version of Essay One is submitted for feedback and revision,
before it is submitted for summative assessment. The formative version should be as
close to a summative version as possible (for example, up to the word limit, no essay
plans or lists), so that tutors can provide the most accurate feedback. 

During the dissertation supervision process, supervisors can, if you wish, supply
feedback on preparatory work and sample extracts, but they will not read the whole
finished work (up to 6000 words). 

Formative Assessment Deadlines



Essay One
Formative Version
(submit to Canvas)

12 noon, Friday of Week 0, Hilary
Term (16 January 2026)

 

 MSt Medieval Studies

A. Oral feedback in the course of option courses in Michaelmas and Hilary Terms
B. Written feedback on option course formative/draft written work (dependant on
faculty practice)
B. Written and oral feedback on language work
C. Oral feedback on dissertation progress in the course of the Research Methods
Workshops and the Medieval Church and Culture seminars in Trinity Term.

 MSt Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies

Opportunities for informal feedback will be provided through discussion with tutors in
the small-group teaching environment of the Option courses, interaction with peers
(such as feedback on an oral presentation) in the core course seminars, and discussion
with peers and the Academic Mentor in the informal weekly sessions that they
convene. Formative feedback will be provided by tutors on work completed (whether
readings
prepared, an oral presentation or an essay) during the Option courses; in particular,
your Option tutor will give written feedback and a general indication of standard on a
draft of the submitted essay, where the draft has been provided in a timely manner
(see above).
Supervisors will also supply feedback on preparatory work for the Dissertation
through oral discussion in supervision meetings and through written feedback on a
draft. 

Formative Assessment Deadlines

Draft Michaelmas
Option Essay Friday of Week 0, Hilary Term

Feminist
Approaches to
Research Formative
Assessment -

Friday of Week 0, Hilary Term



Dissertation
Proposal

Draft Hilary Option
Essay

Friday of Week 10, Hilary
Term
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